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tion and subjected them to the administrative control of the regime. In
addition, they could no longer tax members, a resiriction intended to
reduce them to penury. The law proclaimed a renewed attack upon Jews.
The noose tightened in the spring, when Jews and “Aryan” spouses of
Jews had to assess and report the value of their domestic and foreign prop-
erty worth over 5,000 marks: “From here it was only a short step to the out-
right seizure of Jewish property” Jews would have to inform the
government of whatever they planned to take abroad and were forbidden
from taking valuables out of the country. As if preparing its inventory of
sites to be ransacked, the government required the registration and identifi-
cation of all Jewish commercial establishments in June. A Jewish teenager
recalled his fury upon first noticing a sign labeling a “Jewish” store. He tried
to erase it. The Jewish owner chased him away, since he had to identify him-
. self as specified by the new regulation.! By June, fresh boycotts intensified.
Most orninously, the government rounded up Jewish men and sent them
to concentration camps, First it singled out “foreign” Jews. As a result of

Germany’s intentionally difficult and exclusionary naturalization laws, -

many of these so-called foreign Jews had actually resided in Germany for
generations; about 40 percent were born there? but had not achieved citi-
zenship. In February the government ordered the expulsion of “Soviet
Jews”—often people whose grandparents had come to Germany at the
beginning of the century. Those who had not emigrated by May were sent
to concentration camps, from which they would be released only when
they had emigration papers in hand. .

In its “June Action” the Gestapo arrested about 1,500 so-called anti-
social. Jewish men, sending them to concentration camps. Most of these
men had previously been convicted of minor legal infractions—some 500,
for example, of traffic violations. The pettiness of these “crimes” notwith-
standing, 146 died at Buchenwald alone while wives, families, and friends
exerted major efforts to have the others freed. They, too, would be set free
only when they could prove readiness to emigrate. That same summer, the

_Nazis destroyed three synagogues—in Munich, Nuremberg, and Dort-

mund. In addition, all Jews were required to have the letter J stamped on
their passports as of the fall. In January 1939 they would receive a new
identity card, also stamped with a J. The [ marked them as easy prey and
made iooking for housing or jobs impossible, since no one would rent to or
hire a Jew.? : . -

It was the deportation of Polish.Jews—many of them also resident in
Germany for generations—that  sparked the. incident that led to the

November Pogrom. Omwb.»mh# ‘.mNﬁ_n_._...mm 17,000 Polish Jews on October 27 -
. - and 28, 1938, sending them to the Polish border. Poland denied them entry.

They lapguished in a no-man’s-land between two borders, in the cold and
without food or shelter, while their families and communities becarhe more
and more desperate. The deportation of the Polish Jews, usually mentioned
only as a prelude to and then overshadowed by the November Pogrom, sent
shock waves through the entire Jewish community in Germany. .

The manner in which the Polish Jews were deported foreshadowed the
brutality to come: officials picked them up without warning, gave them a
few moments to pack necessities, allowed them to take only ten marks, and
then herded them away. For the first time, the Nazis swept up Jews without
regard for age or sex. Various states and cities such as Hamburg, Frankfurt,
and Munich rounded up whole families. In Wiirttemberg and Saxony,
women and children made up the majority of deportées. One deportee
wrote:

Everyone . .. was loaded onto the wagons. . . . Crying women and children,
heartrending scenes. . .. [A]rriving at the border at 5 PM., we were shoved
across it. ... Por three days we weze on the platform and in the train sta-
tion, 8,000 people. Woimen and children fainting, unconscious, incidents
of death, faces yellow as wax. ... Women and children half-dead. On the
fourth day help finally came ... . from the Warsaw Jewish Committee.*

Whatever food, clothing, or succor the deportees received came from
other Jews. Jewish communifies in Germany, too, helped the Polish Jews. In
Munich, a leader of the League of Jewish Women quickly organized mem-
bers to race to the homes of the deportees in order to pack some clothing
and food for them. One volunteer discovered five terrified children whose
parents had hidden them from the roundup. The oldest was ten. The vol-
unteer slipped them out of the apartment and brought them to an orphan-
age, preveniing their immediate deportation. Those involved in relief
activities all felt the imminent threat to themselves. In Hamburg, the
women who brought food to the trainloads of Polish deportees returned
saying, “And who will bring s bread and butter at the train?”®

THE POGROM ,
As the: .m.u.EmEm deportecs languished in the cold, wet, no-man’s-land

between Poland and Germany, young Herschel Grynszpan, whose parents
and sister were among them, was driven to despair. He shot Ernst vomn
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emigration: imost women covered their pain and maintained a courageous
front, while many men looked back, moutning for the country and culture
they had once loved and had now lost. Adding to these differences, as we
have seen (in chapter 2), were more immediate concerns: woimen looked
forwatd to a safer environment for their families, while men agonized
about how to support them.

It was terribly distressing for Jews to leave their homeland, family, and
friends, especially when they saw the present suffering and feared for the
fature of those left behind. They also worried about how they would fare
abroad. Their anguish notwithstanding, these émigrés were the lucky ones,
and not only in hindsight. When Toni Lessler confided to a friend that
“emnigrating is terribly hard” he responded tearfully, “Remaining here 1s
much harder!”#

Who Stayed Behind?

A gender analysis of the desire to emigrate (sce chapter 2) highlights
women’s and men’s unique expectations, priorities, and perceptions.
Women wanted to leave well before their men. Paradexically, it does Dot
follow that more women than men actually left. To the contrary, fewer
women than men left Germany. Why?

Although life was becoming increasingly difficult in the 1930s, there
were still compelling reasons to stay. First, women could still find employ-
ment in Jewish businesses and homes. They could also work as teachers in
Jewish schools, as social workers, nurses, and administrators in Jewish
social service institutions, and as clerical workers for the Jewish commu-
nity. And older, educated women found jobs in cultural and social service
fields within the Jewish community. Hedwig Burgheim, for example, found
- challenging and important work. In 1933, she was forced to resign as direc-
tor of a teacher training institute in Giessen. Thereafter she directed the
Leipzig Jewish Commaunity’s School for Kindergarten Teachers and Do-
mestic Services, which trained young people forwvocations useful in lands
of emigration. After the November Pogrom, her own attempts at emigra-
tion having failed, she taught at the Jewish school and, by 1942, headed the
old-age home in Leipzig. Along with its residents, she was deported in early
1943 and died ip Auschwitz. Martha Wertheimer, a journalist before 1933,
also found her skills in demand thereafier, She plunged into Jewish welfare
work, while also writing books and plays, contributing to the Tewish press,
and tutoring English to earn extra money: She escorted many children’s
transports to England; worked twelve-hour days without pausing for meals
in order to advise Jews on emigration and welfare procedures; took great

Office staff of the Jewish Winter Relief Agenc); Berlin. The poster with a hand around
g collection cup reads “Do Your Duty.” (Courtesy of the Leo Baeck Institute, New York)

joy in leading High Holiday services at the League of Jewish Women’s
Home for Wayward Girls; and E.mmu.m.n& education courses for Jewish
u\o:.&. who had been drafted into forced labor. Ultimately, she wrote a
friend in New York that, degpite efforts to emigrate, she was no longer wait-
ing to escape: “A great dark calm has entered me, as the saying of our
fathers goes ‘Gam zu le'tovak’ (‘this, too, is for the best’)” She continued: “It
is .also worthwhile to be an officer on the sinking ship of Jewish life in
Germany, to hold out courageously and to £l the life boats, to the extent
that we have some.”®’ : .

While the employment situation of Jewish women helped keep them in
Germany, that of men helped get them out. Some men had business con-
nections abroad, facilitating their immediate flight, and others emigrated
alone in order to establish themselves before sending for their families.
' Among Bastern European Tews who returned cast between 1934 and 1937,
for example, the majority were rmale, everi though almost half of them were
married, A handful of men, some with wives, received visas to leave Europe
from groups heping to save eminent intellectuals and artists. ‘Women's
organizations agreed that, if there was no choice, wives should not “hinder”

" husbands from emigrating alone, but they argued that it was often no

cheaper for men to emigrate without their wives.*®

Before the war, moreover, men faced immediate physical danger. Men
who had been detained by the Nazis and then freed, as well as boys who had







marriage of convenience; to be continued or broken upon arrival, saved
an extra life.?? . :
Families were often reluctant to consider Palestine, and the kibbutz, as
an alternative for daughters. One survey of graduating classes from several
Tewish schools in late 1935 showed that 47 percent of the boys but only 30
percent of the girls aimed for Palestine. Statistics for the first half of 1937
indicate that of those taking advantage of Zionist retraining programs, only
32 percent were female. Overall, fewer single females than males emigrated
to Palestine: between 1933 and 1942, 8,209 “bachelors,” compared with
5,080 “single” fernales, entered from German-speaking lands.>
~ Those young women who actually wound up in Palestine preferred the
cities. The majority of German-Jewish girls and young women did not take
available positions on kibbutzim or in agricultural training centers but
rather .took jobs as cooks or milliners. Better jobs, such as social workers,

kindergarten teachers, and nurses, were much harder to find. While emi--

gration consultants encouraged young women to take up the adventures of
kibbutz life, articles appearing on Palestine, often written by committed
Zionists, must have given pause, In one such article, the male author
described a situation in which eight young women cared for fifty-five

young men. They cooked, washed “mountains” of laundry, darned hun-

dreds of socks, and sewed ripped clothing, working long days and into the
night. But even mare was expected of them. They were to do the emotional
housework as well: ,

A friendly word at the awrﬁ time will bring a young man to his senses who
once had a dozen shirts - .. and now noticed that his last carefully main--
tained shirt was taken by another. . .. Whether the kibbutz thrives is up to
the girls! .Hrmw have to mother one, be a comrade to the other . . . and have
the endlessly difficult task of always remaining in a good mood [and]

' smiling.

Such reports, plus the numerous news items regarding Arab-Jewish dis-
cord, left most young women looking elsewhere for refuge.>

The growing disproportion of Jewish women in the German-Jewish
population also came about because, to begin with, there were more Jewish
women than men in Germany. In 1933, 52.3 percent of Jews Wwere wornen,
owing to male casualties during World War I, greater marrying out and
conversion among Jewish men, and- greater longevity among women. In
order to stay even, a greater absolute number of women would have had to
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that the female proportion of the Jewish population rose from 52.3 percent
in 1933 to 57.5 percent by 1939. Afier the war, one woman wrote:

Mostly we were women who had been left to ourselves. In part, our hus-
bands had died from shock, partly they had been processed from life to
death in a concentration camp and partly some wives who, aware of the
greater danger to their husbands, had prevailed upon them to leave at
once and alone. They were ready to take care of everything and to follow
their husbands later on, but because of the war it became impossible for
many to realize this intention and quite a few of my friends and acquain-
tances thus became martyrs of Hitler.*

A large proportion of these remaining women were elderly. Age, even
more than being female, worked against timely flight; togetlier they were
lethal. Between June 1933 and September 1939, the number of young Jews
in Germany under age thirty-nine decreased by about 80 percent. In con-
trast, the number of Jews over sixty decreased by only 27 percent. As early
as 1936, a Jewish woman releaseq from prison for her work in the commu-
nist resistance recuperated in 2 sanatorium. She remarked upon its “dismal
milieu™: “The guests [were] nearly all old people who had remained behind
by themselves. Their children were either in prison camps or in Palestine,
the U.S.A., and still farther away. . .. [They] longed for death.” By 1939, the
proportion of people over sixty had increased to 32 percent of the Jewish
population; by 1941, two-thirds of the Jewish population was past middle
age. In Berlin alone, the number of old-age homes grew from three in 1933
to thirteen in 1939 and to twenty-one in 1942. Already in 1933, the elderly
had consisted of a large number of widows, the ratio being 140 Jewish
women over the age of sixty-five to 100 men. By 193738, 59 percent of the
recipients of Jewish Winter Relief aged forty-five and over were female. In
1939, 6,674 widowed men and 28,347 widowed women remained in the
expanded Reich.*”

In short, in slightly less than eight years and drastically increasing after
the November Pogrom, two-thirds of German Jews emigrated (many to
European countries where they were later caught up in the Nazi net), leav-
ing a disproportionate number of old people and women. Jewish newspa-
pers featured articles about old women whose children had emigrated,
whose living quarters were small, whose help had disappeared, whose
finances were meager. Thrown together, sometimes in old-age homes,




sométimes -as .m.mﬂ.h.m_ giests-inthe homes of other Jews;. these rwomery.
passed their days reliving memories of better. times. Financial- worries
plagued them, but they were even mere tormented by not knowing their
- children’s exact whereabouts or circumstances. They constituted a “com-
munity-of old people, who supported ... and consoled each other.” When:
Elisabeth Freund, one of the last Jews to leave Germany legally in October
1941, went to the Gestapo for her final papers, she observed: “All old peo-
ple, old women” waiting in line.*®




